
  

 

   

   
 

     

         
 

   
 

  

 

 
    

   
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  
   

 

Tab 15 
M e m o r a n d u m 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS CTC Meeting: January 30-31, 2019 

Reference No.: 4.1 - REVISED 
Action 

Published Date: January 30, 2019 

Prepared By: Paul Golaszewski 
Deputy Director 

From: SUSAN BRANSEN 
Executive Director 

Subject: STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

ISSUE: 

Should the California Transportation Commission (Commission): 
1. Accept the staff report on the proposed state legislation identified and monitored by staff as 

presented in Attachment A? 
2. Adopt a position of support and submit a letter (Attachment C) to Assembly Member Grayson 

on Assembly Bill (AB) 185? This bill would require the Department of Housing and 
Community Development to participate in the joint meetings held between the Commission 
and the California Air Resources Board. 

3. Adopt a position of support and submit a letter (Attachment E) to Assembly Member Daly on 
AB 252? This bill would continue Caltrans’ ability to streamline environmental review 
processes conducted pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment 
Program by removing the January 1, 2020 sunset date on Caltrans’ limited waiver of sovereign 
immunity. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Commission: 
1. Accept the staff report and provide direction on state legislation of interest in Attachment A. 
2. Adopt a position of support and approve the transmission of the letter to Assembly Member 

Grayson supporting AB 185, included as Attachment C. 
3. Adopt a position of support and approve transmission of the letter to Assembly Member Daly 

supporting AB 252, included as Attachment E. 

STATE LEGISLATION: 

The Legislature reconvened on January 7, 2019 to begin its work in the new two-year session.  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 



 

                                                                                                                  
 

 
   

        
   

  
 

  
 
 

  
    

   
  

  
 

  
 

 
   

   
    

  
  

  
 

   
    

   
    

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
   

 

 
  

    
  

 
   

Reference No.: 4.1 
January 30-31, 2019 

As of January 24, Members have introduced 13 new bills  that  staff have identified  to  monitor 
based  on  the  Commission’s legislative tracking policy. Attachment A is a list of the bills 
monitored at this time. 

Of the bills monitored at this time, staff recommends the Commission adopt a position of support 
for AB 185 (Grayson). This bill would require the Department of Housing and Community 
Development to participate in the joint meetings held between the Commission and the California 
Air Resources Board pursuant to Chapter 737 of 2017 (AB 179, Cervantes). A copy of the bill is 
included as Attachment B. AB 185 would implement the first part of a recommendation the 
Commission made to the Legislature in its 2018 Annual Report. Staff has drafted a letter to 
Assembly Member Grayson that expresses the Commission’s support for AB 185, included as 
Attachment C. The letter also respectfully requests that Assembly Member Grayson consider 
amending the bill to include the second part of the Commission’s recommendation, which is to 
require the California Energy Commission to also participate in the joint meetings. 

Staff also recommends the Commission adopt a position of support for AB 252 (Daly). This bill 
would continue Caltrans’ ability to streamline environmental review processes conducted pursuant 
to the NEPA Assignment Program by removing the January 1, 2020 sunset date on Caltrans’ 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity. A copy of the bill is included as Attachment D. AB 252 
would implement a recommendation the Commission made to the Legislature in its 2018 Annual 
Report. Staff has drafted a letter to Assembly Member Daly that expresses the Commission’s 
support for AB 252, included as Attachment E. 

Staff anticipates more transportation-related bills will be introduced in the coming weeks. The last 
day for Members to introduce bills is February 22. After bills are introduced and read on the floor, 
they are referred to the policy committees in each house for consideration. Attachment F contains 
a list of the membership of the Assembly Transportation Committee and the Senate Committee on 
Transportation. 

STATE BUDGET: 
On January 10, the Governor submitted his proposed 2019-20 budget to the Legislature. The 
budget includes $4.8 billion in SB 1 funding. The proposed budget also says the state will 
encourage jurisdictions to contribute their share of the state’s housing supply by linking housing 
production to certain transportation funds. The details of this proposal are to be worked out in the 
coming months through stakeholder discussions. Attachment G contains the Department of 
Finance’s summary of the Governor’s proposals for transportation and for linking housing 
production with transportation funds.  

After the Governor introduces his proposed budget, legislative budget subcommittees in each 
house consider the proposals in their respective areas. Attachment H contains a list of the 
membership of the two budget subcommittees that consider transportation.  

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE MATTERS: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 



 

                                                                                                                  
 

 
   

   
 

 
 

 

Reference No.: 4.1 
January 30-31, 2019 

On January 3rd, the new 116th Congress convened. Attachment I contains a list of the membership 
of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works, and the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee. 

Attachments:  
- Attachment A:  Legislative bills Commission  staff  is monitoring this session  
- Attachment B:  AB 185, as introduced  
- Attachment C:  Letter of  support for AB 185  
- Attachment D:  AB 252, as introduced  
- Attachment E:   Letter of  support for AB 252  
- Attachment F:  Members of legislative transportation policy committees  
- Attachment G:  Summary  of  Governor’s proposed budget  for transportation 
- Attachment H:  Members of legislative transportation budget  subcommittees  

- Attachment I:  Members  of U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and   
Transportation; U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works; and U.S. House  
Transportation & Infrastructure  Committee.  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 



Attachment A 

Legislative bills Commission staff is monitoring 
Thursday, January 24, 2019 

AB 146 (Quirk-Silva D) State highways: property leases: County of Orange. 

Current Text: Introduced: 12/14/2018 

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
E nro II e d V e t oe d Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would authorize the Department of Transportation to lease airspace under a freeway, or 
real property acquired for highway purposes, in the County of Orange, that is  not excess property, to a 
city located in the County of Orange, the County of Orange, a political subdivision of the state whose 
jurisdiction is  located in the County of Orange,  or another state agency for purposes of an  emergency 
shelter or feeding program,  subject to certain conditions. The bill would specifically authorize the 
Orange County Housing Finance Trust to enter into these leases. 

AB 176 (Cervantes  D)  California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/9/2019 

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
E nro II e d V e t oe d Ch ap t ere d 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: The California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority Act 
authorizes,  until January 1, 2021, the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation 
Financing Authority to provide financial assistance in  the form of a sales and use tax exclusion for 
projects, including those that promote California-based manufacturing, California-based jobs, 
advanced  manufacturing,  reduction of greenhouse gases, or reduction in air and water pollution or 
energy consumption. The act prohibits the sales and use tax exclusions from exceeding $100,000,000 
for each calendar year. This bill would extend the authorization to provide financial assistance in the 
form of a sales and use tax exclusion for qualifying projects until January 1,  2031. 

AB 185 (Grayson  D)  California Transportation Commission: transportation policies: joint meetings. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/10/2019 

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Existing  law requires the California Transportation Commission and the State Air Resources 
Board to hold at least 2 joint  meetings  per calendar year to coordinate their  implementation of 
transportation  policies.  This bill would require the Department of  Housing and Community 
Development  to  participate  in those joint meetings. 

(Mathis R) Transportation funds: transit operators: fare revenues. 
AB 226 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/17/2019   

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Current law provides various sources of funding to public transit operators. Under the Mills­
Alquist-Deddeh Act, also known as the Transportation Development Act, revenues from a 1/4% sales 
tax in  each county are available, among other things, for allocation by the transportation planning 
agency to transit operators, subject to certain  financial requirements for an operator to meet in order 
to  be eligible to receive moneys. This bill  would require a fare paid pursuant to a reduced fare transit 
program to be counted as a full adult fare for purposes of calculating any required ratios of fare 
revenues to  operating costs specified in the act,  except for purposes of providing information  in a 
specified annual report to the Controller or providing information to the entity conducting a fiscal or 
performance audit pursuant to specified provisions. 

AB 245 (Muratsuchi  D) California Aerospace and Aviation Commission: establishment. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/22/2019 

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would  establish, within the Governor's Office of Business and Economic Development, the 
California Aerospace and Aviation Commission consisting of 17 members, as specified, to serve as  a 
central point of contact for businesses engaged in the aerospace and aviation industries and to 
support the health and competitiveness of these industries in California. The bill would require the 
commission to make recommendations on legislative and administrative action  that may be necessary 
or helpful to maintain or  improve the state's aerospace and aviation industries and would require the 
commission to report and provide recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature, as 
specified. 
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AB 246 (Mathis  R) State highways: property leases. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/22/2019 
Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 

Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 
1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would authorize the Department of  Transportation to offer a lease on a right of first refusal 
basis of any  airspace under a freeway, or real property acquired for  highway purposes, located in a 
disadvantaged community, that is  not  excess  property to the city or county in which the disadvantaged 
community  is  located for purposes of an  emergency shelter or feeding program, or  for  park, 
recreational, or  open-space purposes for  a rental amount  of $1 per  month, subject to certain 
conditions. 

AB 252 (Daly D)  Department of Transportation: environmental review process: federal program. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/23/2019 

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
E nro II e d V e t oe d Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Current federal law requires the United States Secretary of Transportation to carry out a 
surface transportation project delivery program, under which the participating states may assume 
certain responsibilities for environmental review and clearance of transportation projects that would 
otherwise be the responsibility of the federal government. Current law, until January 1, 2020, provides 
that the State of California consents to the jurisdiction of the federal courts with regard to the 
compliance, discharge, or enforcement of the responsibilities it assumed as a participant in the 
program. This bill would extend the operation of these provisions indefinitely. 

SB 5 (Beall D) Local-State Sustainable Investment Incentive Program. 

Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would establish in state government the Local-State Sustainable Investment Incentive 
Program, which would be administered by the Sustainable Investment Incentive Committee. The bill 
would authorize a city, county, city and county, joint powers agency, enhanced infrastructure financing 
district, affordable housing authority, community revitalization and investment authority or transit 
village development district to apply to the Sustainable Investment Incentive Committee to participate 
in the program and would authorize the committee to approve or deny applications for projects 
meeting specific criteria. 

SB 7 (Portantino D) State Highway Route 710. 

Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1 s t H ouse 2 n d H ouse C one. 

Summary: Would require for surplus nonresidential properties for State Route 710 in the County of 
Los Angeles that purchases of those properties by tenants in good standing be offered at fair market 
value as determined relative to the current use of the property if the tenant is a nonprofit organization 
or a city. 

(Allen D) Automated vehicle technology: Statewide policy. 

Current Text: Introduced: 12/19/2018  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would establish the policy of the state relating to automated vehicles in order to ensure 
that  these vehicles support the state's efforts to, among other things, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and encourage efficient land use. The bill would require the Office of Planning and Research 
in  the Governor's office, in coordination with the State Air Resources Board, to convene an  automated 
vehicle interagency working group of specified state agencies, including, among others, the California 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Transportation Agency, and the Department of Motor Vehicles, to 
guide policy development for automated vehicle technology consistent with statewide policies as 
specified. 

SB 127 (Wiener  D)  Transportation funding: active transportation: complete streets. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/10/2019  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. E nro II e d V e t oe d Ch ap t ere d 
1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Would require the California Transportation Commission, when programming funds from the 
State Highway Account, to qive hiqhest priority to accessibility improvements for all users of the 
transportation system that improve efficiency, reduce vehicle miles traveled, and promote public health;  
and makes environmental enhancement a higher priority than transportation capital improvements that 
expand capacity or reduce congestion. Also requires the Commission, in connection with Caltrans' 
Transportation Asset Management Plan, to adopt certain performance measures, including Page 2/3 



SB 137 (Dodd D) Federal transportation funds: state exchange programs. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/15/2019  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Current federal law apportions transportation funds to the states under various programs, 
including the Surface Transportation Program and the Highway Safety Improvement Program, subject 
to certain conditions on the use of those funds. Current law establishes the Road Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation Program to address deferred maintenance on the state highway system and the local 
street and road system, and funds that program from fuel taxes and an annual transportation 
improvement fee imposed on vehicles. This bill would authorize the Department of Transportation to 
allow the above-described federal transportation funds that are allocated as local assistance to be 
exchanged for Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program funds appropriated to the department. 

measures for the conditions of bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Requires Caltrans to include new pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities, or improve such facilities, when undertaking State Highway Operation  and Protection 
Program (SHOPP) projects. Disallows auxiliary lanes, merging lanes, and toll lanes from  SHOPP. 
(Beall D)  Enhanced  infrastructure  financing  districts:  SB 128  bonds: issuance. 

Current Text: Introduced: 1/10/2019  

Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Desk Polic Fiscal Floor Conf. 
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered 

1st House 2nd House Cone. 

Summary: Current law authorizes the legislative body of a city or a county to establish an enhanced 
infrastructure financing district, with a governing body referred to as a public financing authority, to 
finance public capital facilities or other specified projects of communitywide significance. Current law 
authorizes the public financing authority to issue bonds for these purposes upon approval by 55% of 
the voters voting on a proposal to issue the bonds. Current law requires the proposal submitted to 
the voters by the public financing authority and the resolution for the issuance of bonds following 
approval by the voters to include specified information regarding the bond issuance. This bill would 
instead authorize the public financing authority to issue bonds for these purposes without submitting 
a proposal to the voters. 

Total Measures: 13 
Total Tracking Forms: 13 
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Attachment B 

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE-2O19-2O REGULAR SESSION 

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 185 

Introduced by Assembly Members Grayson and Cervantes 

January 10, 2019 

An act to amend Section 14516 of the Government Code, relating to 
transportation. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB 185, as introduced, Grayson. California Transportation 
Commission: transportation policies: joint meetings. 

Existing law creates the California Transportation Commission, with 
various powers and duties relative to the programming of transportation 
capital projects and allocation of funds to those projects pursuant to the 
state transportation improvement program and various other 
transportation funding programs. Existing law requires the commission 
and the State Air Resources Board to hold at least 2 joint meetings per 
calendar year to coordinate their implementation of transportation 
policies. 

This bill would require the Department of Housing and Community 
Development to participate in those joint meetings. 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
State-mandated local program: no. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1. Section 14516 of the Government Code 1s 
2 amended to read: 
3 14516. (a) The commission and the State Air Resources Board 
4 shall hold at least two joint meetings per calendar year to 

99 



AB 185 -2-

1 coordinate their implementation of transportation policies, 
2 including interagency efforts, which shall include, but not be 
3 limited to, implementation of the sustainable freight action plan 
4 developed pursuant to Executive Order B-32-15, development of 
5 the California Transportation Plan update pursuant to Section 
6 65071, and the setting of targets pursuant to subparagraph (A) of 
7 paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 65080. 
8 (b) The Department of Housing and Community Development 
9 shall participate in joint meetings of the commission and the State 

10 Air Resources Board held pursuant to subdivision (a). 
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Attachment C 

FRAN INMAN, Chair STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 
JAMES EARP, Vice Chair 
BOB ALVARADO 
YVONNE B. BURKE 
LUCETTA DUNN 
JAMES C. GHIELMETTI 
CARL GUARDINO 
CHRISTINE KEHOE 
JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE 
PAUL VAN KONYNENBURG 

SENATOR JIM BEALL, Ex Officio 
ASSEMBLY MEMBER JIM FRAZIER, Ex Officio 

SUSAN BRANSEN, Executive Director 

January 30, 2019 

The Honorable Timothy Grayson 
Member of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 4164 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Support for Assembly Bill 185 

Dear Assembly Member Grayson: 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
1120 N STREET, MS-52  

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  
P. O. BOX 942873  

SACRAMENTO,  CA  94273-0001  
 (916) 654-4245  

FAX (916) 653-2134  
http://www.catc.ca.gov  

As part of its statutory charge, the California Transportation Commission (Commission) advises 
the Administration and the Legislature on state transportation policies and makes 
recommendations for legislation to improve the transportation system. 

The Commission adopted a position to support Assembly Bill (AB) 185 at its meeting on January 
30, 2019. This bill requires the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) 
to participate in joint meetings held by the Commission and the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) to coordinate their implementation of transportation policies. These joint meetings are 
required under Chapter 737 of 2017 (AB 179, Cervantes). 

At the inaugural joint meeting between the Commission and CARB held in June 2018, it was 
evident from Commissioner, Board Member, and public comment that key state agencies and 
policy areas were missing from the discussion. Given the connection between transportation and 
housing, DHCD’s participation in these joint meetings is critical for transportation policy 
discussions on issues such as land use decisions, growth patterns, and facility siting and 
permitting. For this reason, the Commission, in its 2018 Annual Report to the Legislature, 
recommended legislation to include DHCD in the joint meetings.  



 
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
     
     
 
 
 
 

Assembly Member Grayson 
RE: Support for Assembly Bill 185 
January 30, 2019 
Page 2 

In its 2018 Annual Report, the Commission also recommended including the California Energy 
Commission (CEC) in the joint meetings, given CEC’s role in promoting advanced 
transportation technologies to achieve state environmental goals. For example, CEC currently is 
leading an effort to complete a statewide network of electric vehicle charging stations along key 
interregional highway corridors. Because CEC administers this and other transportation-related 
programs, the Commission respectfully requests that you consider amending AB 185 to require 
CEC to participate in the joint meetings as well. 

The Commission commends your leadership on further coordinating the implementation of 
transportation policy across key state agencies. Commissioners and staff are available to provide 
information that may assist you in moving this legislation forward.  If we can be of assistance, 
please contact the Commission’s Executive Director, Ms. Susan Bransen, at 916-654-4245. 

Sincerely, 

FRAN INMAN 
Chair 

c: Commissioners, California Transportation Commission
    Susan Bransen, California Transportation Commission, Executive Director
    The Honorable Jim Beall, Senate Transportation Committee, Chair
    The Honorable Shannon Grove, Senate Transportation Committee, Vice Chair
    The Honorable Jim Frazier, Assembly Transportation Committee, Chair
    The Honorable Vince Fong, Assembly Transportation Committee, Vice Chair
    The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes, Assembly Member 

Brian Annis, California State Transportation Agency, Secretary 
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Attachment D 

california legislature—2019–20 regular session 

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 252 

Introduced by Assembly Members Daly and Frazier 

January 23, 2019 

An act to amend Section 820.1 of the Streets and Highways Code, 
relating to transportation. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 252, as introduced, Daly. Department of Transportation: 
environmental review process: federal program. 

Existing law gives the Department of Transportation full possession 
and control of the state highway system. Existing federal law requires 
the United States Secretary of Transportation to carry out a surface 
transportation project delivery program, under which the participating 
states may assume certain responsibilities for environmental review 
and clearance of transportation projects that would otherwise be the 
responsibility of the federal government. Existing law, until January 1, 
2020, provides that the State of California consents to the jurisdiction 
of the federal courts with regard to the compliance, discharge, or 
enforcement of the responsibilities it assumed as a participant in the 
program. 

This bill would extend the operation of these provisions indefnitely . 
Vote:  majority. Appropriation:  no. Fiscal committee:  yes. 

State-mandated local program:  no. 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

1 SECTION 1.  Section 820.1 of the Streets and Highways Code 
 2 is amended to read: 
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AB252 -2-

1 820 .1. (a) The State of California consents to the jurisdiction 
2 of the federal courts with regard to the compliance, discharge, or 
3 enforcement of the responsibilities assumed by the department 
4 pursuant to Section 326 of, and subsection (a) of Section 327 of, 
5 Title 23 of the United States Code. 
6 (b) In any action brought pursuant to the federal laws described 
7 in subdivision (a), no immunity from suit may be asserted by the 
8 department pursuant to the Eleventh Amendment to the United 
9 States Constitution, and any immunity is hereby waived. 

10 ( c) The department shall not delegate any of its responsibilities 
11 assumed pursuant to the federal laws described in subdivision (a) 
12 to any political subdivision of the state or its instrumentalities. 
13 ( d) This section does not affect the obligation of the department 
14 to comply with state and federal law. 
15 (e) Th:i3 3eetiett 3ttflll remftifl itt effcet ettly ttfltil fattttttry 1, 2020, 
16 ftfld fl3 ef th:flt dflte i3 repeftled. 
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Attachment E 

FRAN INMAN, Chair  
JAMES EARP, Vice Chair  
BOB ALVARADO  
YVONNE B. BURKE  
LUCETTA DUNN  
JAMES C. GHIELMETTI  
CARL GUARDINO   
CHRISTINE KEHOE  
JOSEPH TAVAGLIONE  
PAUL VAN KONYNENBURG  

SENATOR JIM BEALL, Ex Officio  
ASSEMBLY MEMBER JIM FRAZIER, Ex  Officio  

SUSAN BRANSEN, Executive Director  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM,  Governor  

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
1120 N STREET, MS-52  

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814  
P. O. BOX 942873  

SACRAMENTO,  CA  94273-0001  
 (916) 654-4245  

FAX (916) 653-2134  
http://www.catc.ca.gov  

As part of its statutory charge, the California Transportation Commission (Commission) advises 
the Administration and the Legislature on state transportation policies and makes 
recommendations for legislation to improve the transportation system. 

The Commission adopted a position to support Assembly Bill (AB) 252 at its meeting on January 
30, 2019. This bill continues Caltrans’ ability to streamline environmental review processes that 
are conducted pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment Program 
by providing Caltrans with a permanent limited waiver of sovereign immunity under the 11th 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. Under the NEPA Assignment Program, Caltrans serves as 
the lead agency for environmental reviews for projects subject to NEPA, thereby eliminating one 
layer of governmental review. Caltrans must have a limited waiver of sovereign immunity to 
participate in the program because the federal government requires states to accept the financial 
costs associated with the delegated authority, as well as full liability for lawsuits filed under 
NEPA in federal court. Under current law, Caltrans’ limited waiver will sunset on January 1, 
2020. 

January 30, 2019 

The Honorable Tom Daly 
Member of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 3120 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Support for Assembly Bill 252 

Dear Assembly Member Daly: 



  
  

 
 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

     
     
 
 
 
 

Assembly Member Daly 
RE: Support for Assembly Bill 252 
January 30, 2019 
Page 2 

In its 2018 Annual Report to the Legislature, the Commission recommended the Legislature 
remove the January 1, 2020 sunset date on Caltrans’ limited waiver to allow it to continue in the 
NEPA Assignment Program indefinitely. For over a decade, Caltrans has participated in this 
program, which has had important benefits. Specifically, the program allows states to accelerate 
project delivery and reduce costs without compromising compliance with environmental laws 
and regulations. 

The Commission commends your leadership on streamlining environmental review processes to 
accelerate project delivery and reduce costs. Commissioners and staff are available to provide 
information that may assist you in moving this legislation forward.  If we can be of assistance, 
please contact the Commission’s Executive Director, Ms. Susan Bransen, at 916-654-4245. 

Sincerely, 

FRAN INMAN 
Chair 

c: Commissioners, California Transportation Commission
    Susan Bransen, California Transportation Commission, Executive Director
    The Honorable Jim Frazier, Assembly Transportation Committee, Chair
    The Honorable Vince Fong, Assembly Transportation Committee, Vice Chair
    The Honorable Jim Beall, Senate Transportation Committee, Chair
    The Honorable Shannon Grove, Senate Transportation Committee, Vice Chair 

Brian Annis, California State Transportation Agency, Secretary 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Attachment F 

MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE: 
Assemblymember Jim Frazier, Chair 
Assemblymember Vince Fong, Vice Chair 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry 
Assemblymember Marc Berman 
Assemblymember Frank Bigelow 
Assemblymember Kansen Chu 
Assemblymember Jordan Cunningham 
Assemblymember Tom Daly 
Assemblymember Tyler Diep 
Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson 
Assemblymember Timothy Grayson 
Assemblymember Jose Medina 
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian 
Assemblymember Patrick O’Donnell 

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION: 

Senator Jim Beall, Chair 
Senator Shannon Grove, Vice Chair 
Senator Bill Dodd 
Senator Cathleen Galgiani 
Senator Mike McGuire 
Senator Mike Morrell 
Senator Richard D. Roth 
Senator Susan Rubio 
Senator Nancy Skinner 
Senator Jeff Stone 
Senator Thomas J. Umberg 
Senator Bob Wieckowski 
Vacancy 



 Attachment G 

STATEWIDE ISSUES AND VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

2020 CENSUS 

The upcoming 2020 Census is critical to California because the data collected by the 

decennial census is used to determine the number of seats California will have in the 

U.S. House of Representatives and federal funding levels for local communities. This will 

be the first census conducted online, and this and other aspects of the federal census 

design may adversely impact resident participation. California has the largest number 

of hard-to-count residents-putting its population at risk of being underreported. 

Launched in 2017-18, California's Complete Count effort will be an extensive statewide 

outreach and awareness campaign designed to encourage and support full 

participation by all Californians in the upcoming 2020 Census. 

The Budget includes an additional $50 million for statewide outreach efforts related to 

increasing the participation rate of Californians in the decennial census, bringing the 

total funding available to $140.3 million. This effort will span multiple years, be 

conducted in multiple languages, and implement specific strategies to obtain a 

complete and accurate count of all California residents. The Budget also includes $4 

million for the California Housing and Population Sample Enumeration, which is a survey 

that will identify barriers to a complete count and successful approaches taken by the 

various outreach efforts and help develop recommendations for the 2030 Census. 

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Administration is continuing to implement the Road Repair and Accountability Act 

of 2017 (Chapter 5, Statutes of 2017, SB 1 ), which provides stable, long-term funding for 

both state and local transportation infrastructure. SB 1 provides an average of 

$5.4 billion per year over the next ten years for a strategic mix of state and local 

transportation projects. The sustained investment over the course of the next decade 

and beyond will support hundreds of thousands of jobs in California. 

The Budget provides $4.8 billion in new SB 1 funding. Of this amount, $1.2 billion is 

available to all 479 cities and 58 counties for local road repairs, with another $1 .2 billion 

for the repair and maintenance of the state highway system. On top of this, $400 million 

is available to repair and maintain the state's bridges and culverts, $307 million is 

available to improve trade corridors, and $250 million is available to increase 

throughput on congested commute corridors. The Budget also reflects $458 million for 

local transit operations and $386 million for capital improvements for transit, commuter, 

and intercity rail. SB 1 also provides annual funding for other local transportation 
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Attachment H 

MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY BUDGET SUBCOMMITEE NO. 3 ON RESOURCES 
AND TRANSPORTATION: 
Assemblymember Richard Bloom, Chair 
Assemblymember Vince Fong 
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia 
Assemblymember Kevin Mullin 
Assemblymember Jim Patterson 
Assemblymember Eloise Reyes 
Assemblymember Luz Rivas 
Assemblymember Phil Ting, Democratic Alternate 
Assemblymember Jay Obernolte, Republican Alternate 

MEMBERS OF SENATE BUDGET SUBCOMMITEE NO. 2 ON RESOURCES, 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATION: 
Senator Bob Wieckowski, Chair 
Senator Brian W. Jones 
Senator Mike McGuire 
Senator Bill Monning 
Senator Henry I. Stern 
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